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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW. 


THE following discourse on the subject, “Glory Awaiting the Saints,” was 
delivered by President Lorenzo Snow at the General Conference of the 
Church, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Saturday, October 5, 1894:— 

The sentiment conveyed in three lines of the hymn which has just been 
sung, I think the Latter-day Saints can cheerfully respond to: 

Though the world in arms combine, 
Happy Zion, 
What a favored lot is thine! 

I presume to say that every Latter-day Saint within these walls natur- 
ally expects to receive something before leaving that will be of great 
advantage, and whoever comes here with this desire and with an honest 
heart will never be disappointed. There were none who listened to the 
remarks of the brethren this morning with an honest heart but received 
something that cheered them and that will be of use to them. Some ideas 
were advanced that I never thought of before, and they were very profit- 
able. We have found in our experience, and will still find, that the road 
we have to travel in some respects is a very hard one, while in other re- 
spects it is not so hard. Much depends upon ourselves in this matter. 
There are, however, promises which have been made to the Latter-day 
Saints that are very precious. We have found undoubtedly in our experi- 
ence that it requires something of a desirable nature to incite us to action. 
If a person had a strong idea that there was a very precious mine undis- 
covered in one of these mountains east, he would travel along the road to 
secure its discovery, and would be willing to make many sacrifices and 
perform much labor and toil in order to get at that mine, and he would 
endure the scorn that he might hear daily endeavoring to reach this 
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This is natural. The Lord knew our natures and dispositions, and He 
knew exactly what to place before us in order to stimulate us to that 
course of action which will enable us to overcome the various difficulties 
that arise in our path of progress. 

The first hymn that we sung this afternoon speaks of the firm founda- 
tion which the Latter-day Saints have to build upon. We know from our 
experience that the foundation upon which we have placed our faith is 
grand and glorious. I know this for myself. I had been in this Church 
but a short time when I succeeded in securing the most perfect know- 
ledge that there was a God, that there was a Son, Jesus Christ, and that 
Joseph Smith was acknowledged of God as His prophet. It was a know- 
ledge that no man could communicate. It came through a revelation from 
the Almighty. That is a very good starting point for a Latter-day Saint, 
and it is something that every person, who has any ambition at all to 
advance in this path, will need at some time or other. He will come into 
circumstances of such a nature that he will need strength, and that 
strength will come from a knowledge of the fact that the path in which 
he is traveling will lead him to the possession of his highest and best 
desires. 

The Lord has placed before us incentives of the grandest character. In 
the revelations which God has given, we find what a person can reach who 
will travel this path of knowledge and be guided by the Spirit of God. 
I had not been in this Church more than two years.when it was clearly 
shown to me what a man could reach through a continued obedience to 
the Gospel of the Son of God. That knowledge has been as a star con- 
tinually before me, and has caused me to be particular in trying to do 
that which was right and acceptable to God. There are many things that 
people may do without being seen by man. Butif those things are wrong, 
they fee] in themselves that they are wrong, and that God sees them. It 
is a long time since the knowledge of which I speak was communicated to 
me ina vision. But it has not been forgotten. When it was first shown 
to me it was personal property; I dared not communicate it. It was 
something that I had never heard before. Now, however, it is public 
property. It seems, after all the education that we have had in things 
pertaining to the celestial worlds, that there are some Latter-day Saints 
who are so well satisfied with simply knowing that the work is true that 
when you come to talk to them of our great future they seem surprised, 
and think it has nothing to do particularly with them. John the Revel- 
ator, in the third chapter of his first epistle, says: ‘Now are we the sons 
of God.” “That is a strange thing for a person to assert—that he is a son 
of God.” And he goes on:— 


And it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
1. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as God 
pure, 


These are strange sentiments. Such passages of scripture as this are 
not very often repeated in pulpits in the sectarian world because they do 
not believe what is there said. But the Spirit of God has conveyed to us 
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that there are solid and solemn truths in expressions of this kind. Paul, 
in speaking to the Philippians, suggested that they cultivate an ambition 
which is quite strange to the people at the present time, though not so to 
the Latter-day Saints, especially those who are not satisfied to be but babes 
in the things of God. He says: “Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God.” 

What a strange teaching that would be in the pulpits of the sectarian 
world? But this is what Paul taught, and he understood what he was 
talking about. He was caught up to the third heaven and heard things, 
he tells us, that were unlawful for man toutter. Whether Paul got beside 
himself and taught things that were unlawful, we leave others to judge. 
But this was what he suggested to the Saints to whom he was writing. 
Would it be wrong for us to ask the people here to cultivate an ambition 
of this character? There are a number of sayings in the Bible, particu- 
larly in the New Testament, that seem strange to people not in possession 
of the Spirit of the Lord. “He that overcometh shall inherit all things.” 
What an expression is that! Who believes it? If a father were to say 
to his son, “My son, be faithful, and follow my counsels, and when you 
become of age you shall inherit all that I possess,” it would mean some- 
thing, would it not? If the father told the truth, that son would have 
something to encourage him to be faithful. Did Jesus want to deceive us 
when He made use of this expression? I will assure you that there is no 
deception in the language. He meant precisely what He said. Again, 
Jesus said :— 


To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with mein my throne, even 
as [ also overcame, and am set down with my Father in His throne. 


That is a wonderful saying. Is there any truth init? Itisalltrue. It 
is the Lord Almighty that said it. We are told in the Scriptures by the 
Apostle Paul :— 


For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
- have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
eavens. 


I believe that. And when he says that Jesus “shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body,” I believe 
thatalso. Do the Latter-day Saints believe these things that I am talking 
about? You must, of course, believe them. Again:— 


For he that receiveth my servants receiveth me; 

And he that receiveth me receiveth my Father; 

And he that receiveth iny Father receiveth my Father's kingdom, there- 
fore all that my Father hath shall be given unto him. 


Could anyone think of anything more that could be given? As Presi- 
dent Cannon said this morning, everything that can be given, the Lord has 
given to the Latter-day Saints. Paul comprehended these things very 
well, for he said “he pressed forward to the mark of the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

In these remarks which I have made we may see something in regard to 
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the nature of this high calling in Christ Jesus. Now I will say what I 
received in vision, which was just as clear as the sun ever shone. The 
knowledge that was communicated to me I embraced in this couplet: 


As man now is, God once was. 
As God now is, man may be. 


That is a very wonderful thing. It was to me. I did not know but that 
I had come into possession of knowledge that I had no business with; but 
I knew it was true. Nothing of this kind had ever reached my ears before. 
It was preached a few years after that; at least, the Prophet Joseph 
taught this idea to the Twelve Apostles. Now, however, it is common 
property; but 1 do not know how many there are here that have got a 
real knowledge of these things in their hearts. If you have, I will tell you 
what its effects will be. As John said: 


Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as God is 
pure. 


Now, how it is that God proposes to confer this mighty honor upon us 
and to raise us to this condition of glory and exaltation? Who are we that 
God should do all this for us? Why, we are just beginning to find out that 
we are the offspring of God, born with the same faculties and powers as 
He possesses, capable of enlargement through the experience that we are 
now passing through in our second estate. Let me illustrate. Here is an 
emperor sitting upon his throne, governing and controlling his empire 
wisely and properly. He has an infant son that sits upon the knee of its 
mother. That son he proposes one day to set upon his throne, to govern 
and control his empire. Here is that infant, perfectly helpless, not 
knowing how to sustain its own life, not able to walk alone, with- 
out any knowledge, and here is this mighty emperor sitting upon his 
throne and governing his vast empire. Who would believe that he could 
raise that infant up to such a condition as to make it suitable to be placed 
on his throne? No one would, unless he had seen such things accomplished 
in his experience; seen the infant develop into boyhood, and then to man- 
hood, possessing all the powers, faculties and possibilities of his father. 
Now, we are the sons and daughters of God. He has begotten us in His 
own image. He has given us faculties and powers that are capable of 
enlargement until His fulness is reached which He has promised—until we 
shall sit upon thrones, governing and controlling our posterity from 
eternity to eternity, and increasing eternally. That is the fact in regard 
to these matters, and there are some people who understand distinctly 
what [am saying. Does it seem a hard thing that God should raise His 
posterity and place them upon thrones, to govern and control their 
posterity from eternity to eternity? 

There are a thousand things that might be said in connection with this 
subject, but I refrain from saying more because my time has expired. 
There are many things that we have to attend to, and it would pay us well 
to attend to them. God has pointed out the results of traveling upon this 
road of glory and exaltation and the promises are sure. The Lord knew 
precisely what He could do. He knew what materials He had to operate 
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with, and He knew just what He said. If we do the part that He has 
assigned unto us, and keep our second estate, we shall be sure to realize 
these promises in every particular, and more than you and I can possibly 
comprehend. God bless you my. brethren and sisters. Do not be discour- 
aged. The path may be rough, but much of its roughness arises from our 
own indifference and carelessness. It would be much smoother if we 
would diligently observe the commandments of God and keep the Spirit of 
the Lord continually in our hearts. Yet, after all, there are sacrifices to 
make, but in making these sacrifices there is a possibility of having enjoy- 
ment in the anticipation of what will be the final result. Amen. 


THE ARYAN MIGRATIONS. 


Axsourt 3000 B. c. the Egyptians in the valley of the Nile, and the Chaldeans 
in the southern part of the valley of the Euphrates, were already very old 
and highly civilized nations, with strong governments and great cities, 
temples, and monuments. f 

Europe, however, was still as wild as the interior of Africa is at present, 
inhabited by the Iberians and the last of the wild people who had preceded 
them. 

The Aryan family of the white race was not yet divided into its five 
branches, but all the Aryans were living together in Asia, in a beautiful 
country just east of the Caspian Sea, which we shall call the Aryan 
homestead. 

Just now a great feeling of unrest seemed to take possession of the 
Aryans. The first body of them who left the old home moved south. For 
many hundreds of years afterwards they remained unseparated, having 
the same customs and the same worship; but a religious dispute finally 
arose which caused them to divide into two bands. One, going east, 
reached the Indo country and became the ancestors of the modern 
Hindoos. The other, turning to the west, spread themselves over the 
plateau of Iran, a plateau partly included in modern Persia. They became 
the ancestors of the Medes and Persians. 

The peoples of this migration make what we call the Indo-Iranic branch. 

Some time after the first emigration had taken place another branch 
started out. It weat around the southern end of the Caspian Sea, and 
after hundreds of years found itself on the western coast of Asia Minor. 
From here a portion found their way across the sea, from island to island 
or by way of the Hellespont, to Greece, where they became the progenitors 
of the Greeks. The rest also crossed into Europe, but moved further to 
the west and occupied Italy, where they became the Romans of after times. 
This is the Greeco-Italic Branch. 

Long after this the Celtic Branch left the Aryan home. It took a route 
different from either of the preceding, and passing north of the Caspian, 
leisurely, during the centuries that followed, made its way across the 
plains of what is now Russia and came into modern Germany and France, 
either destroying or mingling with the Turanian Iberians, whom they 
found there. 
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The Celts were not, however, destined to enjoy their new lands in quiet 
forever, for in the course of time their kinsfolks, the Germans, also decided 
to go west. Leaving the Aryan country, they, too, slowly journeyed along 
the route that the Celts had taken before them. When at last they reached 
the Celts in Central Europe, so many ages had passed that they seem 
to have forgotten that they both belonged to the same family, for the 
Germans, pressing in on the Celts, obliged them to flee to the westernmost 
edges of Europe, where we find them still. Some of the German tribes— 
the Angles, Saxons, and others—finally invaded England itself, settled it, 
and remained there; so that the English are really Germans. 

The Aryan stock was not yet exhausted, for still another branch followed 
the Germans. They were the Slavs, who make the modern Russians and 
Poles. 

We must not forget that these different branches of Aryans coming into 
Europe found the Iberians before them, with whom they everywhere 
mingled to a greater or less degree. For this reason most of the modern 
European and American nations are descended partly from the [berians 
and partly from the old Aryans. The Iberians were small and dark. 
The Aryans were fair in complexion and large in stature. In Greece, in 
Southern I[taly, in Spain and Southern France, where the small, brunette 
Iberians were most numerous as compared with the great, blond Aryan 
invaders, the people are still mainly small in stature and dark in com- 
plexion. In Russia, in Norway and Sweden where there were very few 
Iberians, the people still show the purity of their Aryan descent in their 
fair complexion and large stature, while in Northern Italy, in Northern 
France, in Germany, in the British Islands, and in America the Iberians 
and Aryan statures and complexions are intermingled in endless variety. 

We must keep in mind, too, that these different migrations did not all 
take place at the same time or within a short period. They were made 
slowly, and all together must have extended over a space of at least two 
thousand years. Each branch wandered, in a haphazard way, wherever 
it could find its route most easily, settling down and living for years, 
perhaps centuries, in one place before moving farther. They drove before 
them their flocks, carried with them all their possessions, and planted and 
raised their crops for food on the way. They had, when they started, no 
definite end in view, and the place of final settlement was determined by 
arising circumstances. 

We must not think, either, of these Aryan migrations as having ceased 
even at the present time, for the Aryan nations of Europe are still pressing 
to the west and filling all America, and here they are once more merging 
into one great family, something as they were before any of them had left 


the old Aryan homestead east of the — Sea.—W. Epwin Priest, in 
the Juventle Intructor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The IUustrated London News of November 17, contains a supplement full of illustrations 
representing scenes in the life of the great historian Edward Gibbon, who died one hun- 
dred years ago last January. 
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Statistics collected at Chicago from twenty States show that hogs are being extensively 
fed on wheat instead of on Indian corn, the former being much the cheaper. Farmers say 
that this practice is increasing. It is believed that 50,000,000 bushels of wheat have thus 
been used. 


The American Bimetallic League has called a silver conference, to meet at St. Louis on 
November 27, in order to discuss the situation and decide upon the policy to be hereafter 
pursued by the friends of free silver coinage. They intend to urge the passage of a free 
coinage bill at the approaching session of Congress. 

A severe shock of earthquake, lasting twelve seconds, was felt on the 16th inst. in 
Messina (Sicily) as well as in Southern Italy. The latest telegrams state that ‘“‘shocks 
are still being felt.” Many persons have been killed and wounded. King Humbert and 
Signor Crispi have sent 77,000 lire for the relief of the unfortunate people. 


Detroit, Mich., has what is believed to be the largest horse now in existence. The 
animal is a Percheron-Norman, and was imported from France before he attained his 
full growth. As he stands to-day he is 21 hands (84 inches) high and weighs 2,500 pounds. 
He is said to be able to make a mile in four minutes. The animal is nine years old and 
has been in Detroit since 1891. 


The low price of silver in Paris has stimulated the inventive genius of a manufacturer, 
who has made a new metal by means of an alloy of copper and silver. He has olbittaimed 
in the new metal a most extraordinary degree of strength, which makes it most valuable 
for resisting sudden or long-sustained strains. There seems little doubt that the cost of 
production will not be so great as to prevent its large use in the future, even should silver 
greatly increase in value. To the low price of silver will be credited the idea of using it 
as an amalgam for a specially high-class metal. . 

For his brilliant experimental work and discoveries Professor Dewar has been awarded 
the Royal Society’s Romford medal. But Professor Dewar deserves even higher distinc- 
tion than that, for, without doubt, his researches into the properties of matter at low 
temperatures, and his production of liquid air are among the most brilliant discoveries of 
the century. Professor Dewar is now engaged upon the producticn of liquid hydrogen. 
This task is infinitely more difficult than his former ones, and is also attended with great 
danger, as the liquification of gases is apt to lead to explosions, even when the greatest 
care is used both by the experimenter and his assistants. 

One of the latest uses to which paper has been turned is the making of telegraph poles. 
The paper pulp employed is saturated with a mixture of borax, tallow and other sub- 
stances. The mass is cast in a mould with a cone in the centre, forming a hollow rod of 
any desired length, the cross pieces being held by wooden keys driven in on either side of 
the pole. The paper poles are said to be lighter and stronger than those of wood And to be 
unaffected by the many weather influences which shorten the life of a wooden pole. Itis 
doubtful, however, whether the paper pole will come to anything like a rival to the iron 
pole, which is now high in favor for the carrying of all kinds of wire lines. The value of 
iron telegraph poles has been well tested under the most trying conditions on the line 
between Europe and India, and again across arid stretches of country in Australia. 


A report comes from the Ropes gold mine near Ishpeming, Mich., U.S. A., that at the 
bottom level a spring had been struck which supplies a strong stream of highly colored 
water being nearly as yellow as gold and plainly holding considerable of that metal in its 
solution. It is very palatable and ice cold. Several of the men working in that level 
have been in the habit of freely drinking this water and it was noticed that as they drank 
the desire for alcoholic stimulants died within them. Some of the men had been heavy 
drinkers of beer and whisky but since the use of this water they had no wish for any 
stimulants. Their health and physical condition is generally improved and it is thought 
that the water is a veritable and natural “‘gold cure,” not only for the liquor habit but 
for general diseases of all kinds. There is some talk of erecting a huge hospital at the 
mine, using the waters as a cure for all the ills of men. 


776 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1894. 


INCORRECT DOCTRINE. 


In Stak No. 43 of the present volume is found a letter from Elder A. S. 
Farnsworth containing a statement made by him to a gentleman with 
whom he was discussing the principles of the Gospel. It is as follows: 
“T also explained to him that it was not the substance of God that we 
worship, but the truth and attributes of which He is in possesion; * 
* * it is those attributes we worship, and not the substance.” 
We regret that on account of our absence on the Continent we did not 
have an opportunity of reading this letter when it was received; a private 
letter to the writer might then have set the matter right, but now that it 
has been published it is necessary that a correction be made through the 
columns of the Star. 

The doctrine contained in the above quoted statement is erroneous 
and very dangerous because it gives a wrong conception of God, to 
know whom, Jesus says, “is eternal life.” It is not a part of the faith 
of the Latter-day Saints. They believe in God, the Eternal Father, 
and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost. This is the 
first article of their faith and it states plainly on whom they rest their 
faith. When men say that love, truth, and light are God, and that these 
are what they worship; they eliminate the being of God from the object 
on which their faith rests, substituting for Him His attributes. 

The third and the fourth lecture on faith in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants show in a clear manner the great necessity for men to become 
acquainted with the attributes of God, in order that they may exercise 
faith in Him unto life and salvation, not that they should worship these 
attributes; but that the correct knowledge of these might be the means of 
leading them to worship God Himself aright. We recommend all to read 
these lectures carefully. 

It would be revolting to the feelings of the Saints to see a person make 
a “likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth” and worship such, for 
that would be a case of pure idolatry. They abhor the actions of the 
Israelites in worshiping the golden calf and in imitating so often the 
customs of the idolatrous nations surrounding them. Now, if to worship 
material things which men can discern with their bodily senses is con- 
sidered so great a sin, is it not equally wrong to worship mere abstract 
ideas? The latter may not appear so gross a violation of God’s command- 
ments, as the former; but we firmly believe that men have no more right 
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to worship abstract notions than they have to worship those things they 
see around them. Attributes considered alone are abstract ideas; they 
must absolutely belong to a living being: to worship them would be to 
worship the thing possessed instead of the possessor. The attributes of 
God are no more God than the heat and light of the sun are the sun itself. 

To the Latter-day Saints God is not an abstract idea, but a living in- 
telligent being. They worship Him as their God and Creator. They 
praise Him for His matchless perfections and His glorious attributes. 

This doctrine of worshiping the attributes was advanced by Elder Orson 
Pratt in The Seer. He says: “It is truth, light and love that we wor- 
ship ;” and after mentioning several of the attributes of God he says: “If 
you worship these adorable perfections you worship God.” In an article 
published in Vol. 27 of the Mi~LENNIAL Star of October 21, 1865, under 
the heading: “Hearken, O ye Latter-day Saints, and all ye inhabitants 
of the earth who wish to be Saints, to whom this writing shal] come;” this 
doctrine with several others published by Brother O. Pratt was condemned. 
We insert the following extract from that article :— 


There are bg and important truths connected with the eternities of 
our God and with man’s existence past, present and future, which the 
Almighty, in His wisdom, sees fit to conceal from the children of men. 
The latter are evidently unprepared to receive them, and there could be no 

ible benefit accrue to them, at present, from their revelation. It-is in 
this light that we view the points of doctrine which we have quoted. If 
they were true, we would think it unwise to have them made public as 
these have been. But the expounder of these points of doctrine acknow]l- 
edges that he has not had any revelation from the heavens in relation to 
them, and we know that we have had no revelation from God respecting 
them, except to know that many of them are false, and that the publication 
of all of them is unwise and objectionable. They are mere hypotheses, and 
should be one and accepted as such, a not as doctrines of the 
Church. Whenever brother Orson Pratt has written upon that which he 
knows and has confined himself to doctrines which he understands, his 
arguments are convincing and unanswerable; but, when he has indulged 
in hypotheses and theories, he has launched forth on an endless sea of. 
speculation to which there is no horizon. The last half of the tract 
entitled “The Holy Spirit,” contains excellent and conclusive arguments, 
and is all that could be wished; so also with many of his writings. But 
the Srrer, THe First Great Cause, the article in the MILLENNIAL Stark of 
October 15, and November 1, 1850, on the Holy Spirit, and the first half of 
the tract, also on the Holy Spirit, contain doctrines which we cannot sanc- 
tion, and which we have felt impressed to disown, so that the Saints who 
now live, and who may live hereafter, may not be misled by our silence, or 
be left to misinterpret it. Where these objectionable works, or parts of 
works, are bound in volumes, or otherwise, they should be cut out and 
destroyed ; with proper care this can be done without much, if any, injury 
to the volumes. 

It ought to have been known, years ago, by every person in the Church 
—for ample teachings have been given on the point—that no member of 
the Church has tHe right to publish any doctrines, as the doctrines of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, without first submitting them 
for examination and approval to the First Presidency and the Twelve. 
There is but one man upon the earth, at one time, who holds the keys to 
receive commandments and revelations for the Church, and who has the 
authority to write doctrines by way of commandment unto the Church. 
And any man who so far forgets the order instituted by the Lord as to 
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write and publish what may be termed new doctrines, without poeneas 
with the First Presidency of the Church respecting them, places himself 
in a false position, and exposes himself to the power of darkness by 
violating his Priesthood. 

While upon this subject, we wish to warn all the Elders of the Church, 
and to have it clearly understood by the members, that, in the futu 
whoever publishes any new doctrines without first taking this course, will 
be liable to lose his Priesthood. 

This was signed by two of the First Presidency and eleven of the 
Apostles. President D. H. Wells was in England at the time and so was 
Brother Orson Pratt, hence their signatures were not affixed to this pro- 
clamation. On page 698 of the same volume is a card from Elder Pratt 
headed “To the Saints in all the World” in which he expresses his regret 
at having published doctrines disapproved by the Authorities of the 
Church and cordially joins the Apostles in requesting that such disposi- 
tion be made of these writings as recommended in the proclamation. 

We publish the above extract in order that the readers of the Star 
may be put on their guard against these erroneous doctrines. If any of 
the Saints have any of these writings, in their possession we hope they 
will follow the counsel given. Brother A.§. Farnsworth happened to read 
The Seer, and not knowing that it had been condemned by the Church, and 
being published by a man so highly esteemed by the Saints as Brother Orson 
Pratt, he accepted these views as correct doctrine. We hope this will be 
a warning to our Elders not to preach any doctrine except such as are in 
harmony with the Word of God and which they understand. 

We also suggest that our readers mark on the margin of Star No. 43, 
opposite the above quoted words: “Incorrect, see page 776 ;” so that those 
who shall hereafter read that article may not accept it as true doctrine. 


AntHoon H. Lunn. 


RELEASE.—Elder Alfred Smurthwaite has been honorably released from 
his labors as Traveling Elder in. the Manchester Conference, to return 
home, November 29, 1894. 


MATTER AND SPIRIT. 


QUESTIONS RELATING TO Lizz, DEATH, AND ETERNAL EXISTENCE. 


THE creation perfected by the existence of Adam and Eve is supposed to 
have occured 4004 years before the birth of Jesus. The earth was then in 
its pristine beauty. The seal of immortality was placed upon every 
animate being; the charming flower, expanding, drew from earth, air, 
water, and sunlight the elements of a blessed immortality. No blast of 
evening air blighted the growth or marred the life of a single tree, shrub 
or flower, in all that vast paradise of animate life and beauty. 

The environments were perfect, adapted to the sustenance of eternal 
organisms, animal, vegetable and human. No sigh, no mourning, no 
tears, no corruption ; every breeze was freighted with life; every sunbeam 
was @ messenger of gladness. The splendor of diamond truth, reflected 
from celestial realms down through a vast galaxy of sinless, shining orbs, 
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inspired the life, quickened the thought, and exalted righteous ambition. 
There was no death. Man conversed with his Maker with no dimming 
veil between. From Him, he learned lessons of heavenly light and life, the 
lesson of his pre-existence. No doubt, he also was taught somewhat in the 
wonderful art of creative power, which was likewise understood by Lucifer 
as forcibly demonstrated in his competition with Moses in the presence of 
the Egyptians. 

Spiritual man was with Jesus when the morning stars sang together 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy, the time when the nucleus was 
formed from which to construct the earth. Like Jesus, of whom says the 
Douay Bible: “In his humiliation his memory was taken away;” the 
memory of His spiritual existence with the Father, which, in all proba- 
bility, embraced a very extended period, was completely lost on His 
taking an infant body of flesh and bones, in which act there was an entire 
suspension, not merely of the memory, but of the intellectual power. 

That the period was great in which we held existence in the spiritual 
world may be very justly inferred from a portion of the words of that 
memorable prayer wherein Jesus said: “Father glorify thou me with the 
glory I had with thee before the world was.” The word glory implies intelli- 
gence. The Lord says, “The glory of God is intelligence.” Jesus did not 
ask for an addition to the light and intelligence He had prior to His 
entrance into flesh, but for a restoration to that knowledge, which in Him, 
as in all infants, had been withheld upon His entrance into a mortal body, 
the veil between the visible and the invisible. By the exercise of our 
bodily eyes we discern only the things which are temporal. Paul under- 
stood this perfectly, when he said: “The invisible things of God from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
are made.” Again he says, “For the things that are seen are temporal, but 
the things that are not seen are eternal.” 

The physical world is the outside or visible representative of the invis- 
ible or spiritual, a model of it, simply. Matter is, says the “Unseen 
Universe,” the less important half of the material of the physical universe. 
On that principle the body of man is the less important half of the soul; 
for, in modern revelation, it takes both spirit and body to constitute the 
soul, the body being the visible, and the spirit, which is indentical in form 
with the body, being the eternal or unseen. I am pleased that the con- 
clusion recently reached by our greatest philosophers, is that matter is but 
the visible incarnation, in other words the means through which the 
potencies of unseen energy are manifested. We see not the energy, the 
spiritual power which is behind and above, through and around all the 
physical manifestations of nature; we merely see its representative known 
by the name of matter. 

But to return; our reference to the creation ended with the sentence 
“There was no death.” But how suddenly was this paradise of happiness 
changed from immortal perfections. Adam fell. The earth doubtless fell 
also an immeasurable distance from the presence of its Maker, from the 
mansion or abode of Kolob. The lines of law reaching down from the 
abodes of bliss to the paradisical abode of Eden were changed, and substi- 
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tuting them are the natural laws which carry downward to dissolution all 
the varied organisms of nature, whether of tree or shrub, reptile or fish, 
bird or man. The natural laws carry organisms to the death penalty. 
“Thou shalt die” is equally true of the gigantic forest tree and the 
fragrant rose. The environment of the entire creation is changed with 
death. In the language of Paul: “The whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain, waiting to be delivered.” The removal of any one 
of the elements of environment is death. For instance remove the 
atmosphere and we die; take away the sunlight and we die. Not 
only is the life dependent on environment, but on our food and 
drink. Water withheld a few days only is attended with death; a 
fish taken from its watery environment dies. Indeed, it is a ques- 
tion whether immortality is not largely dependent upon environment. 
God, Himself, does not dwell in a vacuum. Heaven is not a realm of 
shadows or evanescences, but a tangibility. One of the environments of 
the Lord is that of eternal life. Says the Prophet Joseph: “God dwells 
in eternal burnings,” When the angel Moroni visited Joseph Smith he 
brought with him his environment, and took it away again, and so visible 
was it to the eyes of Joseph that he continued to gaze upon it until he saw 
it reaching up like a conduit towards Heaven. Earthly things typify the 
heavenly. But this subject would require an article itself properly to 
illustrate it. I must leave it to the reader’s further thought. 

It has always been a mystery to me why spiritual truths are ignored by 
so many. Life and immortality are brought to light in the Gospel. 
Amazing thought, yet clear to the spiritual sense! Can the body be 
resuscitated and brought back from the grave? In other words, can I 
have a tangible existence in immortal flesh and bones? The spiritually 
minded man answers, most assuredly. I was astonished, years ago, at the 
views of a highly intelligent modern agnostic who lived in the town of 
Leeds, England, whose acquaintance I formed. His great argument, as it 
was then called, and one which he skilfully used against Christian 
ministers, namely, the physical impossibility of a literal resurrection of the 
body, had raised him very high in the secular body to which he belonged. 
This gentleman held to the doctrine that as all organic life is destroyed 
by death, whether vegetable, animal or human, it follows a deductive law 
that there is an indiscriminate blending of the particles, which once held 
their places in organic forms; in other words that vegetable, animal, and 
man become, by the death process, a common mass. As Shakespeare has 
it: 

Imperious Ceesar dead and turned to clay, 

Might stop a hole to keep the wind away, 
Strange, that the man who kept the world in awe, 
Should stop a hole to expel the winter’s flaw. 

To this ipse dixit, for argument it was not, I replied by asking this 
question: Whence came all the organisms of this globe? 

He answered, from chaos. 

Then, I replied, some law, in the beginning, brought to order and organi- 
gation the great globe itself, together with its countless life-forms. Will 
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you therefore, please show why the law which produced all these organisms 
at the first, cannot reproduce them from the self same elements after death ? 

He stood amazed and confounded, and confessed he had never been 
asked such a question before. He reminded me of a certain modern 
philosopher who wrote that, “Death is an unarranged condition.” Who 
knows that? The writings of modern agnostics demonstrate very clearly 
their incapacity to deal with the absolute and the infinite, and after ex- 
hausting all their language in this effort, they fall back upon the trite old 
saying of modern materialists, “Trust your reason;” a saying that has 
degenerated into monotony and become the parent of atheists and agnos- 
tics. Reason, unenlightened by the torch of Divine revelation, has been 
the source of eternal conflict. For centuries, universities have been dis- 
cussing the great question of life causes with no more definite results than 
did the old schools of Grecian philosophy. 

Says J. Hutchinson Sterling: “We are in the presence of the gulf of 
all gulfs—the mighty gulf between death and life.” Huxley says: “The 
present state of knowledge furnishes no link between the living and not 
living.” I ask, where then is the standard of appeal? We have one only, 
“Jesus the resurrection and the life.” ‘He that hath the Son hath life.” 

The fall of man which included universal death, is covered by universal 
resurrection in Christ Jesus. If so, what need of obedience to Divine Jaw? 
The answer is because there are different degrees of resurrection, the 
highest being predicated on the conditions of obedience to the Gospel. 
“Christ, our life,” is the old doctrine of the Christian churches, as much a 
truth now as ever. “Except a man be born again he cannot enter.” Mark 
the word “cannot,” not may not. Water and spirit are indispensables. 
Jesus never taught non-essentials. The new birth is a reality, not a 
phantom. We become “new creatures” in Christ Jesus. “Mormonism” is 
a vital system ; it embraces a perfect code of laws. It teaches the restraint 
ofjappetite, the dominion over passion. Step by step we advance, though 
the heights remain in the distance. 

In the line of eternal progress no side of man’s nature is neglected. All 
true science is embraced within it; it is the curriculum of knowledge; it 
reaches the past and unerringly unfolds the future. Would you ponder 
the starry heavens and include in your scrutiny those vast distances which 
lie between the orbs in space and gauge the orbits of ,vastly distant re- 
volving worlds and systems, and know their set times, laws and occupants? 
The infallible guide to this treasure-house of truth is the Gospel. 

I know it is stated by many scientists that Gospel influence hampers the 
mind in its researches after truth, but this is a mistake—the opposite of 
this is true. Abraham, the “father of the faithful” was further advanced 
in this sublime science than the entire Egyptian nation. He taught 
astronomy in the King’s Court at Egypt. He had a telescope which far 
exceeded those of the Ross and Lick observatories, an infallible instru- 
ment, known as the Urim and Thummin; by it he read the round of the 
starry worlds, through distances far beyond the scope of the telescope, 
upward to that imponderable orb known as Kolob in the Book of Abraham, 
in the vicinity of the residence of the eternal God. No niedia intercepted 
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his view of those mighty orbs, or produced by the laws of refraction, the 
slightest exception of the visual organs. Distance was practically anni- 
hilated so far as the sense of seeing was concerned. The minutest speck 
was as visible at vast distances as though it were near. The Lord says: 
“All things are present before mine eyes.” Moses saw the particles com- 
posing the earth; “there was not a particle that he could not descry by 
the Spirit of God.” What are the wicroscopic investigations of nineteenth 
century universities compared to this? With all the attainments of our 
age, with its improvements in astronomical instruments, no telescope has 
been adequate to show us whether there is a man on any of our nearest 
planets, to say nothing of the more distant ones. It is our privilege as a 
Church to anticipate the fulfillment of those wonderful promises set forth 
by the Prophet Joseph Smith in these words: “God shall give unto you 
(the Saints,) knowledge by his Holy Spirit, yea, by the unspeakable gift of 
the Holy Ghost, that has not been revealed since the world was until now; 
which our forefathers have waited with anxious expectation to be revealed 
in the last times, which their minds were pointed to by the angels, as held 
in reserve for the fulness of their glory, a time to come in which nothing 
shall be withheld, etc.” (Doc. and Cov., Sec. 121.) The forefathers were 
deprived of this great knowledge as well as we. It has for wise reasons 
been reserved to crown the apex of the dispensation of the fulness of times. 
—CuHaARLEs D. Evans, in Deseret News. 


HEALING BY FAITH. 


THE religious world at present has to face a phenomenon for which its 
theories offer no adequate explanation. Reference is made toa growing 
practice of healing by means of faith and prayer. Prominent among the 
leaders of this movement is the Rev. John Alex Dowie, who last year 
opened a chapel in Chicago, to which, according to accounts, great num- 
bers are flocking daily, many of whom are cured of various diseases and 
deformities. 

Rev. Dowie is a native of Edinburg, Scotland, and was educated in that 
city. He labored for a time as a pastor in Australia. Finally he became 
convinced that he was wrong in selling the word of God for a stipulated 
yearly salary and resigned his position to take up independent labor 
among the masses of the people. In the capacity of an evangelist living 
by faith, he was led to establish the International Divine Healing Associ- 
ation, and his work has attracted much attention. 

A leading, religious journal of this country, in commenting upon the 
evidences of the manifestations of the power of faith, takes the view that 
healing by miraculous power is no longer needed in this age, when the 
health of human beings can safely be entrusted to the skill of physicians, 
and asserts that most of the cases of cures by prayer are illusions. The 
ground taken is, that in many instances ailments depend largely on the 
imagination, and where that is the case, faith may effect a cure; otherwise 
it is impotent. 

Without being prepared to pass any judgment upon the nature of the 
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work conducted by Rev. Dowie, it is evident that his critic is wrong in 
assuming that healing by Divine power is a feature of the past only. It 
is not true that miraculous power was given to the first witnesses of our 
Lord only for the purpose of establishing their authority as Divine mes- 
sengers to an idolatrous world; nor is it true that that power was to be 
withdrawn with the universal acceptance of the Gospel. Power over sick- 
ness and over spiritual evil influences, to which all diseases probably are 
due, if the first cause could be found, was bestowed upon the servants of 
the Lord for the benefit of the believers just as well as for the conviction 
of unbelievers. Thus the application of the atoning work of Christ on 
man for sanctification and purification includes body and soul. “Surely 
He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, and with His stripes 
we are healed,” is the prophetic declaration, expressive of the results of 
the atonement, when received in faith. This gift is permanent, because 
“the gifts and callings of God are without repentance.” 

When the Church in this age was established, the promises were received 
that healing powers should follow those who believed, and thousands can 
testify to this as a fact. It is no longer a theory, but an actual experience 
of the Saints of God that the power of the Priesthood has been returned 
to the Church. 

One evidence of this fact is the recurrence of what may be called 
diabolical counterfeits so common in this age. It was intimated by the 
Divine Spirit from the beginning that the end of the dispensation would 
be characterised by the establishment of communication with seducing 
spirits of various kinds. Hence we understand that the Divine power 
was to be manifested also, for otherwise there would be no inducement for 
the adversary to put forth special efforts of manifesting his power. One 
who is led by the Spirit of the Lord, however, discerns between the 
genuine miracle and the counterfeit; he accepts the former with grateful 
heart, while the latter cannot mislead him into beliefs and practices con- 
trary to the revealed will of God.—Deseret News. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

Ex Probate Judge William Goodwin of Cache County died at Logan, on the evening of 
November 6. 

At the election on November 6, Frank J. Cannon was elected Delegate to Congress. 
The returns also show that a majority of the delegates to the Constitutional conventiun 
will be Republicans. 

Richard R. Lyman, a Utah student of the Uuiversity of Michigan, has been elected 
President of the Senior Literary Class of 1895. This is considered the highest honor the 
students can confer on one of their own number. 

James A. Bean, while excavating a hill at his farm on Provo bench discovered two 
granite stones, which are doubtless relics of the time the Indians held sole possession of 
the country. The larger stone is 274 inches in length and about 34 x 24 inches through in 
the centre, tapering to the ends. The smaller stone is a little shorter, but of similar shape, 
They are quite smoothly and evenly dressed. 


